HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 17th JUNE 2009 

AT HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE
PRESENT:  
 Terry O’Neill, Don Paterson, Andrew Lucas, Michelle Pickstock     
1. APOLOGIES: 
Stuart Hulse, Andrew Lorimer, Marj Thoburn, Chris Ellams 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2nd APRIL 2009
The Minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING HELD ON 2nd APRIL 2009
There were no matters arising as everything was covered on the Agenda
4. PROJECT UPDATES
Discussion took place on the various Projects and a summary is shown below;-

1. Helsby Community Sports Club Development –

The plans have now been passed to CWAC and are currently with their Strategic Planners. More information has been asked for, again, a Greater Crested Newts survey and a report on the impact of Social housing on a Green belt site.

The earliest that the plans will be put before Committee is now August 2009. 





ACTION; Terry O’Neill / Michelle Pickstock
2. Incinerator opposition / Greenbelt issues – 
Still awaiting news from Government about the Inspector’s decision.
3. Children’s Play area development – 
The 1st phase of work has been completed. Further grants have now been obtained for phase 2 work.
4. Traffic issue – 
Don has contacted Mark Jones about the availability of SID’s and they can be made available, if required. The operation of these machines is by a minimum of 2 people which means at least 2 people have to be trained. There will also be an issue of storage of the SID’s. 
Don will produce an advert to see if local people would like to be trained up to use the SID’s.

No news on parking issues.
Don will check to see if he can find the up to date Highways maintenance programme so that we will have an idea of what repairs are planned for Helsby. 
In the meanwhile people should be encouraged to report defects directly to CWAC using their new web site.

ACTION; Don Patterson

5. Climate Change and recycling issues – 
Nothing to report and it was agreed to keep as an agenda item to keep a watching brief on a further developments.
6. Youth facilities – 
Still going well and further grant funding is being sought for an Adventure weekend. Applications will be decided upon on July 19th.
 






ACTION; Terry O’Neill

7.  Litter picks / Planters – 
There was another successful litter pick held on the 4th April 2009. There wasn’t as many people in attendance put the amount of litter collected was slightly less which shows the worth of the litter picks.
Marj will organise the next pick in the autumn.

All 16 planters have been adopted enthusiastically by individuals and associations. Article and Thanks to all in June Issue of Helsby News.

3 of the planters still have healthy pansies in them which will be replaced in the next 2 weeks.

Named plaques have been placed on all planters. 








ACTION; Marj Thoburn 
8.  Street scene improvements – 
Honeywell have been contacted about the land opposite to the Co-Op and have started to remove the laurel bushes and generally tidy up the area. Further work on the laurels needs to be done before a scheme for improvement can be designed. Greg Smee from Honeywell needs to be contacted. Michelle will look up his mobile number and pass it onto Terry.
ACTION; Michelle Pickstock / Terry O’Neill
9. Annual Helsby event – 
This year’s event will take place on Saturday 11th July 2009. 
Planning is going well and the Mayor of Chester has been contacted to open the event. 
Volunteers to help out at the event are still needed, could anyone interested contact Michelle, directly 
Terry will contact the Youth Club members to see if they are interested in carrying out a car wash to make money for the Youth Club
ACTION; Michelle Pickstock / Terry O’Neill
10. Further expansion of Homewatch – 
Ray Symes has been contacted and is now actively recruiting more people to join the scheme.

We still need to see a list of co-ordinators by area so that the shortfalls can be identified. Chris will follow up with Ray.
ACTION; Chris Ellams
5. AOB
a. Don informed the group that Rotary are looking to be more proactive in supporting events in Helsby rather than concentrating on Frodsham.
b. Judging for the Community Spirit Award will be held in the Community Centre on 7th July at 15.00.

6.  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 10th August 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre
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