
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 22nd MAY 2008 

AT THE ROBIN HOOD

PRESENT:  
Andrew Lorimer, Terry O’Neill, Don Patterson, Ray & Hilary Smith, Chris Ellams, Michelle Pickstock.    
1. APOLOGIES: 
Joyce Davidson, Marj Thoburn, Stuart Hulse
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7th MARCH 2008
It should be noted that the above Minutes recorded Catherine Connor as tendering apologies when in fact she had tender her resignation from the Group.  

With this minor alteration the Minutes were then accepted as a true and accurate record 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING HELD ON 7th MARCH 2008
All actions had been completed and Project updates were on the Agenda. 

4. PROJECT UPDATES
Discussion took place on the various Projects and a summary is shown below;-

1. Helsby Community Sports Club Development – The Project is moving forward and discussions have been taking place with numerous interested parties, a clearer direction maybe more evident at the next meeting.

The Buy a Brick Appeal has now been launched and is being reasonably well supported. 

ACTION; Terry O’Neill / Michelle Pickstock
2. Incinerator opposition / Greenbelt issues – The Public Inquiry is progressing well and likely to complete before or around the 30th May 2008.

RAIN will present their closing statement on Wednesday 28th May 2008; all closing statement will be available on their website.

RAIN remains positive about the outcome of the Inquiry.

Sustainability is an issue for Peel and they have had to shift their emphasis on obtaining Commercial and Industrial waste. If this was the case they would have to look at obtaining 100% of the Region’s waste to satisfy the need of the incinerator and any likely electricity contracts for the 95 Mw generator. This would be extremely unlikely.

There is also the issue of an argument as to whether or not this is a site for waste treatment or waste disposal and an EU directive / ruling that waste cannot be imported for disposal.
The Inspector’s findings should be available in the autumn 2008.

Thanks to all who attended the Public session as there was an excellent turnout.

ACTION; Andrew Lorimer

3. Children’s Play area development – A further Grant has been applied for, by the hvag, of £50,000 to progress the redevelopment works. 
4. A traffic issue – Parking issues in the Village centre have been raised again and is an Agenda item on the next PC Environment Committee.

There has been a recent speed initiative in the Village, on Chester Road, which has been very successful. It was noted that there is a current speeding issue in Primrose Lane and the PCSO will be notified to see if a similar initiative could be carried out there.

Residents on the Rock are concerned about the lack of footpaths and have written to County Highways with little success, they have offered to install suitable signage warning drivers of ‘pedestrians in the road’. Don will look at the ‘Safe Routes to School’ initiative as many of the young people of the Village walk along this area
ACTION; Don Patterson

5. Climate Change and recycling issues – Due to changes in the Frodsham Forward organisation the adoption of ISO 14001 is currently in abeyance. 
   ACTION; Terry O’Neill
6. Youth facilities – A questionnaire has been designed by Connexions for the young people to complete at the High School but no feedback has been received 
ACTION; Stuart Hulse / Terry O’Neill
7.  Litter picks – The recent litter pick was very successful and another one will be planned towards the end of the year.
ACTION; Marj Thoburn

8.  Street scene improvements – The lighting on the sandstone bridge is to be installed in the next few weeks.

Don would be grateful for any other ideas to improve the street scene in the Village.
ACTION; Don Patterson

9. Annual Helsby event – The planning for the event is progressing well and lots of those people contacted wish to be involved.

Sponsorship from Rowlinsons has been obtained for a rounders competition.

Flyers for the event need to be distributed around the middle of June, all volunteers for this will be welcomed.

The Police have advised against a procession being part of the day and along with the shortage of time it was decide to leave this out for this year and if the
 event is a success then to include it for the following year.

Michelle was thanked for her hard work, to date. 
ACTION; Events sub-committee

10. Further expansion of Homewatch – Chris has met with Liz Biddle and there still seems to be a lack of clarity over a suitable database and recognition of co-ordinators for certain areas, he will pursue this with Chris Maddocks.
ACTION; Chris Ellams
5. AOB
Sue Lorimer is planning a campaign to ‘Save the Horse and Jockey.
6.  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 24th July 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Robin Hood.
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