HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 24th JANUARY 2008 

AT THE ROBIN HOOD

PRESENT:  
Andrew Lorimer, Terry O’Neill, Chris Ellams, Don Patterson, Stuart Hulse, Marj Thoburn, Ray & Hilary Smith, Catherine Connor, Michelle Pickstock.    
1. APOLOGIES: 
Joyce Davidson
2. TO WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Michelle Pickstock was welcomed to join the HVAG Steering Group.

Chris Ellams has recently been co-opted as a Parish Councillor will take over from George Porter as the 3rd Parish Council member on the HVAG Steering Group.
3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11th DECEMBER 2007
The Minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING HELD ON 11th DECEMBER 2007
All actions had been completed but Marj requested an article for the Helsby News re the recent re-consultation.
It was agreed that the best option was to use the letter sent to all Stakeholders as the basis for the article with Marj modifying as she felt fit. 

Terry would forward an electronic version of the letter to Marj.





ACTION; Terry O’Neill & Marj.Thoburn 
5. STAKEHOLDER RESPONSES 
Despite sending out numerous letters to key Stakeholders re the recent Village Plan re-consultation there has been a very poor response from those Stakeholders either in acknowledging the letters or responding with any offers of help.

The only responses received so far are;-

1. Jeremy Owen, Head of Environmental Policy, VRBC who has acknowledged the letter and has stated a reply will be sent within 10 working days. It should be noted this acknowledgement was dated 4th January 2008 and no further response has been received as of yet.

2. A phone call was received from Rev. Margaret Saville from St. Paul’s Church enquiring about possible help they maybe able to give on some of the Projects.

6. PROJECT SCOPING
A discussion took place as to how the list of Projects would be approached.

It was suggested that each of the Projects should have an Objective and a number of Tasks to support the Objectives, dependent upon the current progress of the Project then the Objectives and Tasks would vary considerably.
Each Project was discussed and brief notes of the discussions around each Project are shown below-

1. Helsby Community Sports Club Development – The Objective is to give assistance where necessary for the development of a new Clubhouse. Terry will write to the HCSC offering support and help as appropriate.

ACTION; Terry O’Neill
2. Incinerator opposition / Greenbelt issues – Andrew is an active member of RAIN it was agreed that HVAG should actively support RAIN and Helsby PC with their objections to the Peel Holding’s proposals. Andrew gave an update of the Public Enquiry timetable.

3. Children’s Play area development – Still waiting funding, Groundwork employed to pursue same.
4. Traffic issues – Parking and speeding still seen as an issue, Don is keen to follow up on the introduction of an interactive speed indicating device

ACTION; Don Patterson
5. Climate Change and recycling issues – Terry is a member of Frodsham Forward who wants to look at ways of achieving ISO 14001 accreditation using Climate Change as a way of getting the population in Helsby and Frodsham involved. He will keep the HVAG updated on developments. He will also pursue VRBC regarding the extension of plastic kerbside recycling in Helsby.

   ACTION; Terry O’Neill
6. Sustainability of shops – The Group had not heard from anyone interested in leading this Project and felt they couldn’t offer any help in this area.

7. Youth facilities – Terry and Stuart are pursuing this with the Youth Services and feel that the setting up of a Youth Club in Helsby could be imminent. 

8. Litter picks – Another litter pick in Village is being planned for Saturday 5th April 2008. Marj will look a the possibility of promoting local litter picks using the Homewatch network.

ACTION; Marj Thoburn
9.  Street scene improvements – Don will try and come up with some new ideas for this Project.
ACTION; Don Patterson
10. Annual Helsby event – A sub-committee comprising Michelle, Chris, Catherine. Stuart, Hilary and Terry will meet on 21st February to discuss this further.

ACTION; Events sub-committee
11. Further expansion of Homewatch – An advert will be placed on the web site regarding this with links being created to Crime Stoppers and Trading Standards. Liz Biddle will be contacted to support this Project

ACTION; Chris Ellams
12. Social inclusion issues – No longer felt to warrant a Project

13. Safety Perception issues – Deemed to be a lower priority than originally thought has lots of work has already been done with the PCSO and lighting improvements.

14. Getting local Councils to respond- It was decide not to pursue this Project until the Local Government Review kicks in fully.

7. PUBLICATION OF HELSBY NEWS ON HVAG WEB SITE
This was agreed
8. AOB
Nil
9.  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday 6th March 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Robin Hood.
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