HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 24th JULY 2008 

AT THE ROBIN HOOD

PRESENT:  
 Terry O’Neill, Don Patterson, Chris Ellams, Michelle Pickstock, Stuart Hulse, Marj Thoburn.    
1. APOLOGIES: 
Joyce Davidson, Ray & Hilary Smith, Andrew Lorimer
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22nd MAY 2008
The Minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING HELD ON 22nn MAY 2008
All actions had been completed and Project updates were on the Agenda. 

4. PROJECT UPDATES
Discussion took place on the various Projects and a summary is shown below;-

1. Helsby Community Sports Club Development – The Project has now shifted emphasis due to the HCSC development team working in Partnership with Brookhouse. The new proposal involves a land swap and plans for this have been shown at the recent Fun Day and at the July PC meeting. They have been received favourably by the vast majority of the people attending the Fun Day. The PC are to discuss further at their August meeting. An architect is to be employed to design the new clubhouse facility which will help in any forthcoming planning application. In the meanwhile Brookhouse are producing flood risk assessments and feasibility studies to also support a planning application. Further contact has to be made with the VRBC planners and Honeywell.









ACTION; Terry O’Neill / Michelle Pickstock
2. Incinerator opposition / Greenbelt issues – The Public Inquiry is completed and we are awaiting the Inspectors decision which is scheduled for the autumn 2008. 
ACTION; Andrew Lorimer

3. Children’s Play area development – The Grant applied for by the hvag, of £50,000, has been unsuccessful. Further applications will be made. 
4. Traffic issue – Don is still pursuing a site for the location of an interactive speed sign with Richard Flood. He has also written to CCC to provide suitable warning signs about the Sandy Lane access onto the Rock.
ACTION; Don Patterson

5. Climate Change and recycling issues – Due to changes in the Frodsham Forward organisation the adoption of ISO 14001 is currently in abeyance. No further recycling issues raised.
   ACTION; Terry O’Neill
6. Youth facilities – A grant application has been sent to the YOF (Youth Opportunities Fund) for £2500 to fund 2 part time youth workers to run the ‘Helsby Drop’ at the Parish Church Hall on a Thursday evening from August until the end of March 2009. Indications are that this application will be successful. It has been recommended that hvag join the Youth Federation, fee of £50, who will assist in the appointment of these workers. It may also be possible for us to employ them directly through Connexions. Terry and Stuart are to clarify with Kathy Hardy on her return from holidays. 
ACTION; Stuart Hulse / Terry O’Neill

7.  Litter picks – Another litter pick will be organised for the end of September / early October.
ACTION; Marj Thoburn
8.  Street scene improvements – The lighting on the sandstone bridge is currently being installed.
Don would be grateful for any other ideas to improve the street scene in the Village. He also mentioned that there isn’t currently a road name on the road as you enter Mere’s Edge. Terry will chase up.
ACTION; Don Patterson / Terry O’Neill
9. Annual Helsby event – What a success, many thanks to Michelle Pickstock and all the various volunteers including those from the hvag. Another £1000 has now been dedicated to the development fund. A date for next year’s event has been pencilled in as Saturday 11th July 2009. We hope to build on this year’s success and to include a procession and a competition for the ‘Helsby Village Carnival Princess’ which would be open to young ladies aged 9-12 who lived in the Village or attended school in the Village. 
ACTION; Events sub-committee
10. Further expansion of Homewatch – Chris managed to get a small article in the last Helsby News about the scheme but he has had no contact made, so far. He will attempt the same with Helsby to Hand. The scheme is still working well.
ACTION; Chris Ellams
5. AOB
The hvag will send a letter of thanks to Dave and Mary McMahon from the Robin Hood for their support of the hvag before they leave in September 2009.






ACTION; Terry O’Neill




6.  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 15th September 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Robin Hood.
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