HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 2nd APRIL 2009 

AT LOXLEY HALL
PRESENT:  
 Terry O’Neill, Don Paterson, Marj.Thoburn, Andrew Lorimer, Graham Holding (for Jo Turner)     
1. APOLOGIES: 
Stuart Hulse, Jo Turner, Michelle Pickstock, Chris Ellams 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14th JANUARY 2009
The Minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING HELD ON 14th JANUARY 2009
a. Adopt a Planter – Letters and leaflets have been sent out to various groups and all businesses in the Village and information had been printed in the last Helsby News edition. A very positive response has been received, so far, with 10 offers to adopt a planter, this leaves only 6 to allocate. The centre section of the Village seems to be an issue at this stage. There has been an impressive response from some of our elderly residents who would have liked to take part but cannot and have commented about this being a wonderful idea. The Brownies and Hillside Primary School will be willing to adopt 2 planters each, if need be. Still awaiting a response from the WI and Helsby Community Sports Club. Michelle maybe able to remind HCSC about the proposition. Some funding maybe necessary for the purchase of signs to stick on the planters to identify the groups who have planted them up. Marj will approach Kestrel for costs/sponsorship. The compost in the planters is very poor and it will be necessary to purchase some new for each planter. Terry will contact the PC Clerk to see if this can be done. He will also speak to the Clerk about making sure the PC General Assistants understand what is happening and what their roles will be.    
ACTION; Terry O’Neill / Michelle Pickstock / Marj. Thoburn

b. Village promotion – Andrew had investigated the idea of a leaflet to promote the village, that could be distributed through local Estate Agents, and found that this idea had already been taken up by Frodsham and now feels a better idea would be to ‘beef up’ our web site by including more details about local schools, inclusion of more photographs, and providing appropriate links to other relevant web sites. He would welcome ideas about what we would like to see on the revamped web site. Some discussion took place about the possibility of combining the PC web site and the hvag web site.
ACTION; Andrew Lorimer / Chris Ellams

4. PROJECT UPDATES
Discussion took place on the various Projects and a summary is shown below;-

1. Helsby Community Sports Club Development –

The plans had been submitted to VRBC with a view to them going before the last planning committee on the 17th March but this never materialised as VRBC kept asking for more information even though they had previously been supplied with it. The plans will now be handed over to the new Authority, Cheshire West and Chester. It is not known, at this stage, when they will be looked at.





ACTION; Terry O’Neill / Michelle Pickstock
2. Incinerator opposition / Greenbelt issues – 
Still awaiting news from Government about the Inspector’s decision.
3. Children’s Play area development – 
The 1st phase of work has been completed. Further grants will now be sought to complete phase 2.
4. Traffic issue – 
The speed review of A & B roads has been completed and there is no impact for Helsby although Highways haven’t been supportive about hvag purchasing its own SID as their consultants have given recommendations, in the same report, about how to ensure speed limits are adhered to. They want to work through these recommendations first rather than encourage the purchase of more SID’s.

On the other hand, Don has contacted Richard Flood who believes the 5 temporary SID’s that previously belonged to VRBC maybe available if we wanted to take ownership of one.

Don will follow this up to see what type they are, as storage would be an issue if they are all trailer mounted.
ACTION; Don Patterson

5. Climate Change and recycling issues – 
Nothing to report and it was agreed to keep as an agenda item to keep a watching brief on a further developments.
6. Youth facilities – 
Nothing new to report.

 






ACTION; Terry O’Neill

7.  Litter picks – 
Another litter pick has been organised for the 4th April 2009.

Everyone is welcome and Marj has already contacted all local groups to get involved.
Marj has also raised the issue of the Village Pride completion in the Helsby News with the idea that the residents, in the village, become more community spirited.

 





ACTION; Marj Thoburn 
8.  Street scene improvements – 
Honeywell have been contacted about the land opposite to the Co-Op and have agreed to remove the laurel bushes and generally tidy up the area once we get into the spring months. Work has now started.
Any other suggestions, as to how, to improve the Street scene would be welcomed.

ACTION; Stuart Hulse
9. Annual Helsby event – 
A date for next year’s event has been pencilled in as Saturday 11th July 2009. 
The sub-group which consists of Chris, Stuart, Michelle, Terry, Jo and Marj. And are to meet between 20th and 23rd April
ACTION; Events sub-committee
10. Further expansion of Homewatch – 
Ray Symes has been contacted and is now actively recruiting more people to join the scheme.

The following update has been received from him-
There are now over 30 coordinators across the village and communications with the police have improved significantly. I am getting good feedback from these participating residents and the two way flow of information with the police has improved in quality and speed. I am meeting with Donna Beswick & James Tapley on 2nd April to discuss how we can help each other more. We have missed Chris Maddocks presence around the village and his feedback to us so I will be getting this reinstated as soon as possible.

The main issue for me is still one of a shortage of volunteers to get a full coverage of the village although the recent Homewatch article in Helsby News is helping. There are still large areas in the village where there is no Homewatch presence at all and I would like HVAG/Parish Councilors to help me target these areas. I can provide the street names where we need more support and the literature to push through doors. If HVAG can think of other ways then please let me know. My e-mail can be given to anyone who wants to get in touch with me and I can take it from there.

I am also working with other villages in Cheshire to develop a more organized approach to Homewatch across the County. Cheshire is still some way behind other counties so there is a lot to do if we are to have our proper influence with the Police at the most senior levels.
There is still uncertainty about who the coordinators are for each street / area and Ray will be asked for an update. It was suggested that once the shortfalls are identified then a leaflet drop in those areas may be required.
ACTION; Chris Ellams
5. AOB
a. Stuart, Terry and George Randles have met with representatives from Frodsham Town Council and representatives from Kelsterbach about the arrangements for hosting language exchange students. The meeting went very well and further discussion is required about the continuation of this exchange. 

ACTION; Terry O’Neill / PC
b. HPC has recently been re-accredited as a QPC and one of the new criteria was about Democracy and Citizenship, more work is required in this category and Terry will discuss at the next PC meeting.
ACTION; Terry O’Neill / PC
6.  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 17th June 2009 at 7.30 pm in Loxley Hall, subject to room being available.
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