HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 7th MARCH 2008 

AT THE ROBIN HOOD

PRESENT:  
Andrew Lorimer, Terry O’Neill, Don Patterson, Stuart Hulse, Ray & Hilary Smith, Michelle Pickstock.    

1. APOLOGIES: 

Joyce Davidson, Catherine Connor, Marj Thoburn, Chris Ellams

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24th JANUARY 2008
The Minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING HELD ON 24th JANUARY 2008
All actions had been completed and Project updates were on the Agenda. 
4. PROJECT UPDATES

Discussion took place on the various Projects and a summary is shown below;-

1. Helsby Community Sports Club Development – The Project is moving forward although slower than envisaged. Contractors have been contacted re outline prices for a design and build style contract. Two prices have been received and a third one is awaited. Contact has been made with Jon Bowles from Perpetual Legacy who may be interested in getting involved in the Project as an enabler, further meeting scheduled for the 12th March. Next step is to apply for Planning Permission but this is held up awaiting finances to complete flood risk assessment, traffic survey etc. 

ACTION; Terry O’Neill / Michelle Pickstock

2. Incinerator opposition / Greenbelt issues – Adverts are to be placed in all local newspapers informing people of the Public Inquiry – Public session date of 14th May starting at 19.00 hrs at Forest Hills. It is felt that the proposed incinerator at Ineos Chlor maybe more likely to get approval than the Peel proposals. There are interesting scenarios about who may call for a Public Inquiry on this application. It should be noted that all told the current applications to build incinerators in Cheshire would be able to process 2.7m tonnes of waste per year, if they were all approved, this is 30 times greater than Cheshire’s need.

ACTION; Andrew Lorimer

3. Children’s Play area development – Still waiting funding, Groundwork employed to pursue same. No change.

4. Traffic issues – Don has spoken to Richard Flood re the possibility of a Speed Indicator Device being erected in the Village but is still awaiting a reply. He is also looking at new Codes of Practice re the Station and will produce a report for the next meeting. The issue over parking is now likely to be left in the balance until the new Shadow Authority is established.

ACTION; Don Patterson

5. Climate Change and recycling issues – Frodsham Forward will soon be starting their consultations over the adoption of ISO 14001. Plastic kerbside recycling has now been extended in the Village to cover all properties. Concerns were raised over the likely closure of the recycling centre at Frodsham. It was agreed that the hvag would write to the appropriate authorities about their concerns. 

   ACTION; Terry O’Neill

6. Youth facilities – Awaiting Connexions deliberations with the Parish Church over the use of the Church Hall and with the High School re a questionnaire for the young people to express what kind of activities they would like to get involved in.

ACTION; Stuart Hulse / Terry O’Neill
7.  Litter picks – Another litter pick in Village is being planned for Saturday 5th April 2008. Marj will look at the possibility of promoting local litter picks using the Homewatch network.

ACTION; Marj Thoburn

8.  Street scene improvements – A Grant has now been awarded to erect lighting on the sandstone bridge and this is due to commence shortly. Don would be grateful for any other ideas to improve the street scene in the Village.

ACTION; Don Patterson

9. Annual Helsby event – The sub-committee met on 21st February to discuss this further. A date for the event has been set as 12th July 2008 which will involve a parade of the Village ending with a Fun day at the HCSC. All local organisations have been invited and so far a favourable response has been received with people willing to get involved. Michelle is following up leads for a band for the procession along with various other activities. The sub-committee are due to meet again on 10th April commencing 19.30 at HCSC. 

ACTION; Events sub-committee

10. Further expansion of Homewatch – Nothing further to report.

ACTION; Chris Ellams
5. AOB
Nil
6.  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday 22nd May 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Robin Hood.
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